






































Abstract  �e tomb of Fetekta was 
found recently at Gisr el-Mudir at Saqqara 
and contained a number of beautiful lime-
stone statues of a person named Fetekta, 
which are the main subject of this article. 
Two of the statues represent him standing 
alone and one with his son Hetepshepses 
to his right. On all the statues, the name 
and Fetekta�s titles are wri�en. Beside the 
statues, other funerary goods as well as a 
sealed sarcophagus were uncovered. Pre-
liminary studies show that the statues date 
to the end of the 5th Dynasty. 

THE TOMB AND STATUES OF  
FETEKTA AT GISR EL�MUDIR

By Z��� H���		

Recent excavations of an Old Kingdom cemetery at Gisr el-Mudir � also called 
�Great Enclosure�, a structure situated a few hundred meters west of the tomb of 
Pharaoh Sekhemkhet at Saqqara �, revealed a sha� tomb belonging to a priest 
of Ma�at named Fetekta. �e sha� was labelled 2021-24 by the excavators and its 
structure as well as its contents were documented during �eld season in 20211.

The Shaft and Burial Chamber

�e sha� is square in shape and about 12 m deep. Its sides are cased with �ne 
white limestone blocks. �e sha� was full of smooth sand and a few po�ery 
sherds that date to the second half of the 5th Dynasty. 

�e burial chamber is also square-shaped, and extends north to south with 
the dimensions: 1 m in width by 1.80 m in height. An un�nished and sealed 
sarcophagus was found on the �oor of the chamber, which revealed a mummy 
a�er it was opened. 

About 0.74 m below the entrance to the chamber a group of wooden stat-
ues in poor condition were uncovered. �ere were also three limestone statues 
and a headrest of limestone that consists of three pieces. Its base is rectangu-
lar. Near the statues an o�ering stela was discovered (Fig. 1). Furthermore we 
found eight o�erings made of limestone, consisting of fruits, �gs, a goose, and 
pieces of meat. 

Pottery Finds

�e following remarks concern the ceramic material from Feature F# 1222, the 
�ndspot of Fetekta�s statues. Only very few sherds were found in the �lling of 
his sha�. �e sherds have been reconstructed to a complete pro�le of an Old 
Kingdom bowl accompanied by a group of di�erent objects consisting of the 
limestone statues of Fetekta, a stela with his name and a headrest made of lime-
stone that consists of three pieces. Its base is rectangular.

1	 �e excavation team consisted of E	�� S����� as �eld director, M��	�
� E�-B���  (arche-
ologist), N������ A�
-Y����� (ceramicist, who is responsible for the po�ery analysis pre-
sented in this article), A���� E�-S� �� (archeologist), M������ M�	
��� (surveyor) and 
A��� W���� (bone analyst). Also, I would like to thank N������ A���� M����� and N���� 
E�-D���� for the documentation of the tomb and the statues.
















